
THE GUARDIAN (1821-2003) and its sister paper, The Observer (1791-2003) give readers online access to facts, firsthand accounts, and 
opinions of the day about the most significant and fascinating political, business, sports, literary, and entertainment events from the 
past two centuries. From Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo to the Russian Revolution to Nelson Mandela’s release from prison, these British 
historical newspapers bring history to life for researchers. 

The Guardian and The Observer have reputations for fearless reporting and controversial opinions. The Guardian was first published in 
response to the Peterloo Massacre. Originally known as the Manchester Guardian, it was a Saturday-only paper until the newspaper stamp 
duty was repealed in 1855. Businessmen who hated its progressive opinions would tear the paper in half, throw the commentary out the 
train window, and only read the portion containing stock prices. 

The Observer, the world’s oldest Sunday paper, was first published in 1791. Thought-provoking writers such as George Orwell, Vita Sackville-
West, Clive James, Philip Toynbee, and others were contributors, continuing a tradition of freedom of the press and providing serious 
coverage of politics and literature. 

Curriculum Focus

• Film Studies
• History
• Journalism
• Literature and The Arts
• Media Studies 

• Multidisciplinary
• Politics
• Science and Technology
• Sports History
• Women’s Studies

Why The Guardian and The Observer?
• Full access to these British historical newspapers: Users can study the 

progression of issues over time by browsing issues of The Guardian and its 
sister paper, The Observer, which offer coverage of 1821–2003 and 1791–2003, 
respectively, including news articles, photos, advertisements, classified ads, 
obituaries, cartoons, and more.

• Insight into multiple perspectives: Not only does presenting these newspapers 
on the ProQuest platform allow for cover-to-cover browsing of complete issues 
of these two British historical newspapers, but users can find a broader view 
of issues and events by cross searching all of ProQuest’s full-run, full-image 
historical newspapers. 

• User-friendly support tools to facilitate research: Users benefit from the ability 
to search by more than 20 article types, keyword, date ranges, specific dates, 
author and more. They can also focus on relevant information quickly with hit-
term highlighting and download articles and images in PDF format. 

• Award-winning, user-friendly interface: ProQuest was awarded Best Interface 
in the 2015 Charleston Advisor Reader’s Choice Awards: “It is much more intuitive 
and easy to use than previous versions. It includes improved document viewing, easier 
navigation…Kudos to ProQuest.”

To talk to the sales department, contact us at 
1-800-779-0137 or sales@proquest.com.
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N E W S

To learn more or contact us, visit https://about.proquest.com/en/content-solutions/news/

July 1, 1997: The United Kingdom hands Hong Kong  
back to China, marking the end of the British Empire.

January 25, 1901: Queen Victoria dies and Edward VII 
ascends the throne.

The Guardian and The Observer (1821-2003) 
Fearless reporting and controversial opinions
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