Legislative Insight
Explore the legislative history leading up to
enactment of U.S. Public Laws
ProQuest Insight products are select collections of U.S. government documents with workflow functionality to facilitate
research, teaching, and learning involving historic and current legislative, judicial, and executive branch materials. Primary
source content in each collection is compiled by our professional research staff and made accessible through a user-friendly,
dynamic workspace allowing for easy, in-depth discovery. Links between collections enhance the value of the individual
collections, facilitating understanding of government processes and multiple viewpoints. The Insight product features
empower users to focus on what really matters – achieving superior research results.

ProQuest offers unique insight into the
legislative process from 1789-present
This large collection of legislative histories of U.S. public
laws compiled according to a single standard is not available
anywhere else. Our professional researchers read the
publications to follow the trail leading from the enacted law
back through multiple Congresses as appropriate until they
reach the first document that is directly related.
Legislative Insight Home Page

Each history includes fully searchable PDFs of all of the
publications generated in the course of the law making,
including the full text of the public law itself, all versions of
related bills, law-specific Congressional Record excerpts,
House and Senate documents, and committee hearings,
reports, and prints.
Also included are presidential signing statements, CRS
reports, and miscellaneous congressional publications that
provide background material to aid in the understanding of
issues related to the making of the law.

Legislative Process

•

Follow the discussion, debate, and analysis that goes
on as lawmakers consider the bills that eventually
become law

•

Discover the legislative intent behind a specific law and
improve understanding of the legislative process

•

Explore primary source collections of interest to
researchers in areas of political science, government, or
U.S. political and cultural history, including topics such
as civil rights and women’s and gender studies

Legislative History
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•

Understand main themes and nuances of laws of
interest to students preparing for careers in business,
public health administration, criminal justice and
security, education, energy, or any other profession
affected by federal law and regulation

Legislative Insight content and features include:
• Legislative histories compiled by professional
researchers according to a single standard, all with fully
searchable PDFs

•

Ability to view individual legislative histories in
conjunction with an interactive legislative process chart

•

Historical context summary for each Congress to help
students understand what was going on in the U.S.
when a law was enacted

•

Fully searchable PDFs of Public Laws and all versions of
all bills associated with each history

•

Fully searchable PDFs of House and Senate committee
hearings, prints, and reports associated with each
history

•
•
•

Fully searchable PDFs of Congressional Record
(bound or daily version as appropriate) associated with
each history
Fully searchable PDFs of CRS reports and other
background materials
Fully searchable PDFs of presidential signing statements

Further refine the history compilation page to
match research needs:
• Quickly search within the full text of all of the
associated publications

•

Ability to instantly change the display of the compiled
page to include only the highlighted results, or to show
highlighted results in the context of the full page

•

Limit to show only select content types

The Power of ProQuest Legislative Insight:
Rich, primary source content compiled by professional
researchers include functionality designed to support
legislative history researchers:

•

Law school students and teachers researching
legislative intent

•

Legal scholars researching a single law or topic for a
book or a law review article

•

Graduate students researching content in a variety of
fields and grasping the nuances of laws impacting their
chosen areas of study

•

Undergraduate students understanding the opposing
views expressed in the decision making that led up to
enactment of important laws such as the Social Security
Act or the Civil Rights Act of 1964

•

Librarians and professors using our Legislative Process
tool to explain how a specific bill became law

•

Students gaining a better understanding about their
nation’s past to help them to become informed citizens
of the future

Legislative Insight Collections:
• Legislative Insight 1789-2012 – 27,000 histories

(also available in 2 parts — Legislative Insight A & B)

•

Legislative Insight Annual Collections:
From 2013 to Present

Related Insight Products:
Regulatory Insight
Regulatory Insight Historic Rules & Guidance
Regulatory Insight Guidance & Policy
Supreme Court Insight
Supreme Court Insight Certiorari Denied

Insight into the legislative process and the
workings of the Federal Government
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Legislative Insight is an invaluable resource for legal
researchers, as well as academic researchers from many
other disciplines, including public health, energy, business,
education, U.S. history, and more. This is a stand-alone
product that also accommodates researchers with access to
ProQuest Regulatory Insight and/or Supreme Court Insight
for an even more robust research experience.

Contact your ProQuest representative for a free trial

