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WHEN FIRST INCORPORATED, Chicago was a swampy little town populated only by a few hundred people. Soon after, the historical 
Chicago Tribune (1849–2011) began chronicling the city’s challenges, achievements, and evolution into one of America’s finest cities.

The Chicago Tribune provided detailed accounts of the Great Fire of 1871, which killed hundreds, nearly destroyed the city, resulted in many 
reforms, and spurred new growth. In 1893 and 1909, the newspaper’s special Chicago Jubilee issues described and celebrated the city’s 
tremendous progress. It also reported on the Progressive Movement, followed the works of Nobel Peace Prize-winning social reformer Jane 
Addams, exposed the activities of mobsters like Al Capone, and reported on the city’s machine politics. To incisively convey ideas, opinions, 
and emotions, the Chicago Tribune relied on Pulitzer Prizewinning John T. McCutcheon’s editorial cartoons.

To trace the development of Chicago and the Midwest, and to study subjects as diverse as politics, architecture, social reform, and art, start 
with the historical Chicago Tribune.

Curriculum Focus

• Architecture
• Development of Mid-west

• History
• Multidisciplinary

• Politics
• Social Reform

Why the Chicago Tribune?
• Full access to this historical newspaper: Users can study the progression 

of issues over time by browsing issues of the Chicago Tribune, which offers 
coverage of 1849–2011, including news articles, photos, advertisements, 
classified ads, obituaries, cartoons, and more.

• Insight into multiple perspectives: Not only does presenting this newspaper 
on the ProQuest platform allow for cover-to-cover searching and browsing of 
complete issues of this newspaper, but users can find a broader view of issues 
and events by cross searching all of ProQuest’s complete runs of historical 
newspapers.

• User-friendly support tools to facilitate research: Users benefit from the ability 
to search by more than 20 article types, keyword, date ranges, specific dates, 
author and more. They can also focus on relevant information quickly with hit-
term highlighting and download articles and images in PDF format. 

• Award-winning, user-friendly interface: ProQuest was awarded Best Interface 
in the 2015 Charleston Advisor Reader’s Choice Awards: “It is much more intuitive 
and easy to use than previous versions. It includes improved document viewing, 
easier navigation…Kudos to ProQuest.”

*Additional year of content added annually

To talk to the sales department, contact us at 
1-800-779-0137 or sales@proquest.com.
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To learn more or contact us, visit https://about.proquest.com/en/content-solutions/news/

October 11, 1871: The Great Chicago Fire killed 
approximately 300 people and destroyed roughly 3.3 
square miles of the city.  

October 18, 1931: Capone was convicted on five counts 
of income tax evasion. 

Chicago Tribune (1849–2011*)
A chronicle of Chicago’s dramatic history
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